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THE IMPACT OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION ON THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF BLACK CHARACTERS IN WALTER MOSLEY'S NOVEL, WHITE BUTTERFLY

Dr. Shrinivas S. Pawar,

H?nd\ Department of English, Balasaheb Desai College, Patan
District- Satara (Maharashtra)

Abstract:

Racial discrimination remains a pervasive issue in African American literature, reflecting the
social division that subjects individuals to differential treatment. This research delves into instances of
individual racial diserimination in Walter Mosley's Rawlins Mystery Series, with a specific focus on the
novel Waite Butterfly. The study explores how Mosley's black protagonist and other characters contend
with racial discrimination, hindering their pursuit of sustainable development in a segregated world.
This paper seeks to uncover the strategies employed by these characters to carve out spaces for respect
and recognition amidst systemic challenges. The research also delves into the historical perspective. of
African American writing, examining the profound effects of racial discrimination and the alienation
experienced by black individuals in America. This study employs a multi-faceted analysis to unveil the
profound impact of racial discrimination on sustainable development, as depicted in Walter Mosley's
White Burterfly. By examining the historical context, character dynamics, and thematic elements, we

aim to unravel the complex interplay between racial discrimination and the quest for sustainable
development in the Rawlins Mystery Series.

Keywords: Racial Discrimination. Sustainable Development, Walter Mosley, Black

The first three novels of the Rawlins mystery series, Devil in a Blue Dress (1990), A Red Death
(1991), and White Butterflv (1992), unfold against the backdrop of 1948, a time when the United States
was legally divided along racial lines. Racial discrimination is a pervasive theme, with communities
segregated and discriminatory practices rampant. The sustainable development of black characters is
obstructed by instances of prejudice, racial slurs, beatings, rapes, and murders. White Butterfly intricately
delves into the tumultuous aftermath of the 1956 killings of three black "party girls" in the vibrant
backdrop of Los Angeles. The narrative takes a compelling turn as the central figure, protagonist Easy
Rawlins. finds himself reluctantly entangled in the investigation of a heinous serial killer. In this critical
juncture, the narrative unravels the stark racial disparities embedded within the law enforcement system,
laying bare the systemic biases that govern the pursuit of justice.

As Easy Rawlins navigates the treacherous terrain of this murder investigation, the plot unveils
a disturbing reality — the murder of a white girl captures an intensified degree of police interest. This
heightened attention serves as a poignant manifestation of systemic biases that prioritize certain lives
over others based on racial distinctions. The contrast between the apathetic response to the earlier
killings of black "party girls" and the sudden urgency ignited by the murder of a white girl becomes a

powerful lens through which the narrative explores the societal prejudices prevalent in 1950s Los
Angeles.

This shift in focus underscores the hurdles that black characters, such as Easy Rawlins, confront
in their quest for sustainable development. The narrative accentuates how the justice system, ostensibly
designed to protect all citizens impartially, is tainted by racial prejudices. As Easy Rawlins endeavors
to unravel the mystery behind the serial killings, he becomes an unwitting participant in a system that
disproportionately values the lives of certain individuals based on their racial identity.

The murder investigation serves as a microcosm reflecting the broader challenges faced by black
characters striving for sustainable development in a racially segregated society. The narrative confronts
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and progress is fraught with obstacles

readers with the harsh reality that achieving justice, recognition, and ,
j i : fairness and equality.

when racial biases permeate the very institutions meant to uphold

: i he
In essence, the character analysis within White Butterfly serves as a profound exl’l(;’r 23::;;23&
interseetions between crime, racial diserimination, and the arduous journey 'tomarinvestigation
development for black protagonists. Through Easy Rawlins' reluctant paltlfz[Patlo" In f e.t deire uired,
the narrative exposes not only the flaws in the justice system but also the 1:esnl1c:nce and _Om . £ q stice
by black characters to navigate a world where the color of one's skin dictates the trajectory of ju
and societal recognition.

In the thematic exploration of White Butterfly, Walter Mosley employs a nuanced and Sym})ohg
title, using the metaphorical allusion of a "White Butterfly" to unravel profound layers °f°°!°r -relate
symbolism. This evocative choice becomes a narrative compass guiding readers through the Intricacies
of the novel's exploration of black identity, police brutality, and the profound depths of black: alllenatlon
within the socictal fabric. The metaphor of the White Butterfly becomes a poignant entry pmpt mto.the
complexities of black identity within a racially stratified society. By juxtaposing the color }Nhlfe agau?st
the backdrop of the butterfly, Mosley not only invites readers to contemplate the symbolism o-f purity
and innocence but also prompts a critical examination of the racial dynamics inherent in s:uch
associations. The title thus becomes a thematic portal into the broader exploration of how societal
perceptions of color influence and shape the identities of black individuals.

As the narrative unfolds, Mosley navigates the turbulent waters of police brutality, exposing the
harsh realities faced by black characters like Easy Rawlins. The thematic lens widens to encompass the
systemic injustices perpetuated by those meant to uphold the law. Instances of racial prejudice are
vividly portrayed, with the investigation into the serial killings exemplifying the stark differential
treatment based on the victims' race. The white girl's murder, in contrast to the earlier deaths of black
"party girls," intensifies the narrative focus on racial discrimination. This thematic exploration
underscores the overarching motif of racial discrimination as a formidable barrier to sustainable
development for black characters in Mosley's world. The differential treatment within the investigation
becomes a microcosm reflecting the broader challenges faced by black individuals striving for
recognition, justice, and progress in a society entrenched in racial biases.

Moreover, the exploration of black alienation adds a layer of poignancy to the thematic discourse.
Mosley deflly delves into the emotional and psychological dimensions of being black in a society that
systematically marginalizes and discriminates. The title's metaphorical richness extends beyond its
visual connotations, serving as a symbolic entryway into the profound emotional landscape of characters
grappling with the weight of racial discrimination. The thematic exploration of White Butterfly
transcends its literal and metaphorical boundaries, inviting readers to engage with the complexities of
black identity, police brutality, and the enduring impact of racial discrimination. Mosley's narrative
prowess transforms the symbolic title into a thematic tapestry, weaving together the threads of societal
challenges faced by black characters in their pursuit of sustainable development.

An integral aspect of Mosley's narrative is the intersectionality of discrimination, where race
intertwines with socio-economic factors, The characters' struggle for sustainable development is further
compounded by economic disparities and institutional biases. This intersectionality adds layers to
Mosley's exploration, revealing the multifaceted challenges faced by the black community in 1950s
America,

In conclusion, Walter Mosley's White Butterfly serves as a poignant exploration of racial
discrimination's pervasive impact on sustainable development within a historical context. By unraveling
the intricacies of the narrative, this research sheds light on the systemic challenges faced by black
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characters and contributes to a broader understanding of the complexities inherent in Afri.can. American
literature. This study underscores the need for continued examination of racial dynamics in -llﬂ_?l’atll')rfl’.to
foster a more inclusive and equitable society. The enduring relevance of Mosley's work.lles in its ability
to prompt critical reflections on historical injustices, encouraging ongoing conversations about race,
discrimination, and the pursuit of sustainable development.
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