B. A.- I English (DSC)
Semester- | Paper- | Introduction to English Literature (Short

Story) and Language (Word Classes)-I
Total Marks: 80 + 20

MODULE I: Short Story as a Form of Literature
a. Definition/s

b. Elements of short story

c. Characteristics of short story

a) Definition of Short Story:
A short story is a brief work of fiction that typically focuses on a single incident
or a series of linked incidents. It is shorter than a novel and is designed to be read
In one sitting. Short stories usually aim to create a single effect or mood in the

reader.

b) Elements of Short Story:

- Plot: The plot is the sequence of events that make up the story. It includes the
introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

- Characters: Characters are the people, animals, or beings in the story. Usually,
there are a few main characters who drive the story forward.

- Setting: The setting is the time and place where the story occurs. It provides the
backdrop against which the events unfold.

- Theme: The theme is the central idea or message of the story. It reflects the
author's purpose and the lesson the reader can learn.

- Point of View: The point of view is the perspective from which the story is told.

It can be first-person, second-person, or third-person.



- Conflict: Conflict is the struggle between opposing forces. It can be internal
(within a character) or external (between characters or between a character and

their environment).

¢) Characteristics of Short Story:

- Brevity: Short stories are concise and focus on a single incident or a few related
incidents. They usually range from 1,000 to 20,000 words.

- Unity of Effect: Every element of the story works together to create a single
emotional impact or mood. The writer uses concise language and often employs
symbolism and imagery to enhance this effect.

- Focused Narrative: The plot is straightforward with a clear beginning, middle,
and end. There is little room for subplots or extensive character development.

- Limited Characters: Short stories typically feature a small number of
characters. Each character plays a significant role in advancing the plot or
highlighting the theme.

- Immediate Engagement: The story starts quickly, capturing the reader's
interest right from the beginning. There is usually no lengthy introduction or
background information.

- Resolution: Short stories usually end with a resolution, providing closure to the

plot. The ending often reveals a twist or a surprising insight.

In summary, short stories are a compact and powerful form of literature
that can deliver a complete and engaging narrative in a short amount of time.
They rely on well-crafted elements and characteristics to create a memorable and

impactful reading experience.
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MODULE I1: Short Stories
a. The Model Millionaire - Oscar Wilde
b. A Woman on a Roof - Doris Lessing

a) ""The Model Millionaire' by Oscar Wilde

Summary:

About the Writer:

Oscar Wilde, a renowned Irish playwright, poet, and author, is celebrated for his
wit and keen observations of social norms and behaviors. Born in 1854, Wilde
became one of the most prominent literary figures of his time, known for works
such as "The Picture of Dorian Gray" and "The Importance of Being Earnest."
His short stories often blend humor and moral lessons, as seen in "The Model

Millionaire."

Plot:

"The Model Millionaire" tells the story of Hughie Erskine, a handsome but poor
young man who is deeply in love with Laura Merton. Laura's father, a retired
colonel, insists that Hughie must have ten thousand pounds of his own before he
will consent to their marriage. This condition leaves Hughie in a difficult position,

as he does not have the financial means to meet this requirement.

One day, Hughie visits his friend Alan Trevor, a talented artist, at his studio. Alan
Is working on a painting of a beggar who is modeling for him. Hughie is struck
by the pitiful appearance of the beggar and, feeling a surge of compassion,
decides to give him a sovereign (a gold coin) despite his own financial struggles.

Hughie feels that the beggar needs it more than he does.



Later that evening, Hughie meets Alan again and learns a surprising truth. Alan
reveals that the beggar is actually Baron Hausberg, one of the richest men in
Europe, who was posing as a model for the portrait as a favor to Alan. Hughie is
embarrassed and worried, thinking about how foolish he must have appeared to

the Baron.

The next morning, Hughie receives an unexpected letter from Baron Hausberg.
Inside the letter is a cheque for ten thousand pounds, a generous gift from the
Baron, who was deeply touched by Hughie's act of kindness and generosity. With
this money, Hughie is now able to marry Laura, fulfilling the colonel's condition.
The story concludes with a note from the author highlighting that while models
who become millionaires are rare, true model millionaires like the Baron, who

show such generosity, are even rarer.

Characters:

- Hughie Erskine: A handsome but poor young man in love with Laura Merton.
- Laura Merton: Hughie's beloved, whose father demands a significant dowry
for their marriage.

- Alan Trevor: Hughie's friend, an artist who is painting a portrait of a beggar.

- Baron Hausberg: A wealthy man who disguises himself as a beggar for Alan's

portrait and later rewards Hughie's generosity with a cheque.

Setting:

The story is set in London during the late 19th century. Key locations include
Alan Trevor's studio, where the portrait painting takes place, and the various
places Hughie frequents in his daily life. The setting reflects the social and
economic contrasts of the time, highlighting the disparity between the wealthy

and the poor.
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b) "*A Woman on a Roof"* by Doris Lessing

Summary:

About the Writer:

Doris Lessing, a celebrated British novelist, short story writer, and playwright,
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2007. Known for her explorations
of social and psychological themes, Lessing's works often delve into the
complexities of human relationships and societal norms. "A Woman on a Roof"

Is a short story that examines themes of voyeurism, gender dynamics, and power.

Plot:

"A Woman on a Roof" follows the story of three workmen, Tom, Stanley, and
Harry, who are working on a roof in London during a hot summer. One day, they
notice a woman sunbathing on a nearby roof. The woman is dressed in a red
bikini, and her relaxed, indifferent attitude catches their attention. The workmen

become increasingly obsessed with watching her, each reacting in different ways.



Tom, the youngest and most impressionable of the three, is fascinated and tries
to get the woman's attention by whistling and calling out to her. Stanley, more
cynical and brash, makes lewd comments and sees the woman as an object of
desire. Harry, the eldest and most mature, is irritated by the distraction and

disapproves of the others' behavior.

Despite their attempts to engage with her, the woman continues to ignore them,
going about her sunbathing without acknowledging their presence. Her
indifference frustrates and angers the men, leading to tension among them. Tom
becomes particularly affected, feeling a mix of attraction and rejection. The

woman’s presence becomes a focal point for their frustrations and desires.

In the end, the woman remains on the roof, undisturbed and indifferent, while the
men are left to deal with their unresolved feelings. The story highlights the power

dynamics between the sexes and the impact of objectification.

Characters:

- Tom: The youngest workman, who is naive and easily influenced, becomes
fascinated with the woman.

- Stanley: A cynical and brash workman who makes inappropriate comments
about the woman and sees her as an object.

- Harry: The oldest and most mature workman, who is annoyed by the others'
behavior and disapproves of their actions.

- The Woman: An indifferent and self-assured sunbather who becomes the object

of the workmen's attention.

Setting:
The story is set in London during a hot summer. The primary locations are the

roofs where the workmen are working and where the woman is sunbathing. The



setting highlights the oppressive heat and the sense of entrapment felt by the
characters, amplifying their emotions and reactions. The urban environment and
the proximity of the buildings create a sense of voyeurism and invasion of

privacy, central to the story's themes.
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MODULE I11: Short Stories
a. A Cup of Tea - Katherine Mansfield
b. The Serpent Lover - A.K. Ramanujan

a)""A Cup of Tea" by Katherine Mansfield:

Summary:

About the Writer:

Katherine Mansfield was a prominent New Zealand-born British modernist writer
known for her short stories that explore themes of human relationships, inner
conflicts, and the complexities of everyday life. "A Cup of Tea" is one of her
notable short stories that delves into social class, generosity, and personal

transformation.

Plot:

"A Cup of Tea" tells the story of Rosemary Fell, a wealthy young woman married
to a successful businessman named Philip. One day, while shopping, Rosemary
encounters a beggar woman named Miss Smith who asks for money. Rosemary,
struck by the woman's poverty and appearance, impulsively invites her home for

tea.

Once at Rosemary's luxurious home, Miss Smith stands out against the elegant
surroundings. Rosemary decides to give Miss Smith money instead of tea, but as
they talk, Rosemary becomes fascinated by the woman's circumstances and
appearance. She decides to transform Miss Smith's appearance by offering her a

new outfit.

Philip returns home and is surprised by Rosemary's spontaneous generosity
towards Miss Smith. He tries to dissuade Rosemary from getting too involved,



warning her about the complexities of helping strangers. However, Rosemary

insists on taking Miss Smith shopping for new clothes.

As Rosemary and Miss Smith shop, Rosemary feels a sense of satisfaction and
pride in her charitable act. However, as Miss Smith tries on the new clothes,
Rosemary notices that the woman's worn-out shoes reveal her true poverty. This

realization shakes Rosemary's initial idealism.

Characters:

- Rosemary Fell: A wealthy young woman married to Philip, who impulsively
decides to help Miss Smith, a beggar woman.

- Philip Fell: Rosemary's husband, a practical and skeptical businessman who
warns Rosemary about the consequences of her actions.

- Miss Smith: A beggar woman whom Rosemary encounters and invites home

for tea. Her appearance and circumstances prompt Rosemary's act of generosity.

Setting:

The story is set in a wealthy neighborhood in early 20th century London. The
contrast between Rosemary's opulent home and Miss Smith's impoverished
appearance highlights the social and economic divide of the time. Mansfield uses
the setting to explore themes of generosity, social class, and the complexities of

helping others.

This summary captures the essence of "A Cup of Tea" by Katherine Mansfield,

focusing on its central themes and character dynamics.
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b)""The Serpent Lover" by A.K. Ramanujan:

Summary:

About the Writer:

A.K. Ramanujan was a celebrated Indian poet, scholar, and translator known for
his profound exploration of Indian folklore, cultural dynamics, and linguistic
traditions. "The Serpent Lover" is one of his renowned short stories that delves

into themes of love, desire, and the interplay between reality and mythology.

Plot:

"The Serpent Lover" narrates the tale of Ramanujan, a young man who becomes
infatuated with the idea of a serpent woman after hearing folklore about her. In
his dreams, he envisions her as a seductive and mysterious figure, half-woman
and half-serpent. This obsession grows stronger until he becomes determined to

find her in reality.

Ramanujan embarks on a journey through forests and villages, seeking the elusive
serpent woman described in ancient tales. Along the way, he encounters various
characters who share their own versions of the story, each adding layers to the

myth and deepening his longing.

As Ramanujan's quest continues, he begins to blur the lines between myth and
reality, struggling to reconcile his fantasies with the practicalities of everyday
life. His search ultimately leads him to confront profound truths about desire,

illusion, and the transformative power of storytelling.



Characters:

- Ramanujan: The protagonist, a young man captivated by the mythical serpent
woman and driven to find her.

- Serpent Woman: A mythical and alluring figure from folklore, half-woman

and half-serpent, who becomes Ramanujan's object of desire.

Setting:

The story unfolds in rural India, where ancient folklore and modern reality
coexist. The lush forests, remote villages, and oral storytelling traditions serve as
a backdrop to Ramanujan's quest. The setting enhances the mystical and surreal
atmosphere of the narrative, emphasizing the timeless allure of myth and the

complexities of human longing.

This summary captures the essence of "The Serpent Lover" by A.K. Ramanujan,
highlighting its exploration of mythology, desire, and the blurred boundaries

between reality and fantasy.
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MODULE IV: Words
a. Open Word Classes (Form and Function)
b. Closed Word Classes (Form and Function)

Words:

In English grammar, words are categorized into different classes based on their
roles and functions in sentences. These classes are broadly classified into Open
Word Classes and Closed Word Classes.

a. Open Word Classes (Form and Function)

Open Word Classes are categories of words that are open to new additions and

have relatively less rigid boundaries. These classes include:

1. Nouns:
- Form: Nouns are words that name people, places, things, or abstract ideas.
- Function: They serve as subjects or objects in sentences, and they can be

singular or plural.

Example: dog, city, happiness
2. Verbs:

- Form: Verbs express actions, states, or occurrences.

- Function: They are the core of predicates in sentences, indicating what the
subject does or experiences.

Example: run, think, exist

3. Adjectives:



- Form: Adjectives modify or describe nouns or pronouns, indicating qualities
or attributes.

- Function: They provide additional information about the nouns they modify.
Example: tall, beautiful, intelligent
4. Adverbs:
- Form: Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, indicating
manner, place, time, degree, etc.
- Function: They enhance the meaning of verbs or adjectives by providing

more detail.

Example: quickly, very, here

b. Closed Word Classes (Form and Function):

Closed Word Classes are categories of words that have a fixed number of

members and rarely accept new additions. These classes include:
1. Pronouns:

- Form: Pronouns are words used in place of nouns to avoid repetition.

- Function: They refer to people, places, things, or ideas previously mentioned
or understood in the context.

Example: I, you, he, she, it, they

2. Prepositions:



- Form: Prepositions establish relationships between nouns or pronouns and
other words in a sentence.

- Function: They indicate location, direction, time, or other relationships.

Example: in, on, at, under, before
3. Conjunctions:

- Form: Conjunctions connect words, phrases, or clauses.

- Function: They coordinate or subordinate elements in a sentence, indicating
relationships between them.

Example: and, but, because, although
4. Determiners:

- Form: Determiners introduce nouns and clarify their reference.

- Function: They specify which noun is being referred to, and they include
articles, demonstratives, possessives, and quantifiers.

Example: the, a, an, this, my, some

These categories help organize and understand how different words function

within sentences, providing structure and clarity to communication in English.
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